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The main purpose of the New Testament Letters is to make us into mature
disciples of Jesus whose lives are shaped by the gospel of grace.






Of the 27 books in the New Testament, 21 are classed as letters.
17 are addressed to specific churches or church-groups.
4 are addressed to individuals.
13 identify the Apostle Paul as the writer.
The other 7 include letters written by James, Peter, John and Jude.

The focus of the New Testament Letters is how to live for Jesus in a fallen world.
ACTS shows how the early church started to put the FIRST PART of the Great Commission into practice:
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...’
The NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS show how the early church started to put the SECOND PART of the Great Commission
into practice:
‘...and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:18-20)

Key Principles:
 All the New Testament Letters were written to address specific issues. Either:
o To deal with wrong BEHAVIOUR
O To deal with wrong BELIEF
o To clear up MISUNDERSTANDINGS
o To ENCOURAGE and SPUR ON in times of trial.
 In order to apply correctly what we read in a New Testament letter we need to understand why it
was sent.
Key Questions:
What did the writer want his readers to understand?
How does the truthes he teaches apply to their particular situation or circumstance?

Key Principles:
 Some of the issues the New Testament Letters tackle are specific to the culture and context of the time.
 In order to apply what we read to the challenges we struggle with today in our culture, we need to identify
the timeless principles that lie behind the cultural issues addressed in the letters.
 However much of what we read in the New Testament Letters isn’t culturally bound, it is about our
spiritual condition or our standing in Jesus and can be applied directly to ourselves.

Key Questions:
Is this passage dealing with a cultural issue or situation or is it teaching something about the human
heart or the work of Jesus that is directly applicable to every Christian in every culture?
What is the timeless principle behind the specific situation this passage is addressing?

Key Principles:
 We must never build a doctrine on one verse or passage.
 We need to interpret the Bible with the Bible.
 It can therefore be helpful to see if the same subject is dealt with anywhere else in the same letter
or in other New Testament letters.
 It is always important to compare what Jesus said about this subject.
Key Questions:
Does the writer address this issue anywhere else in this letter?
Does this issue crop up in any of the other letters?
Did Jesus teach on this subject or issue?

Key principles:
 The New Testament Letters are not theological textbooks; they are first and foremost discipleship
manuals to help us live for Jesus.
 They teach us that the Gospel should shape our COMMUNITY LIFE and our PERSONAL LIFE.
Key Questions:
What affect should what I read in this passage have on my relationships with others?
How should I think, act or speak differently as a result of what I have read in this passage?
How should what I read in this passage make me love and worship Jesus more?

